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 24th COLLEGIUM RAMAZZINI STATEMENT: 
PREVENTION OF WORK-RELATED INFECTION IN THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Key observations articulated in the Statement:

• The spread of Covid-19 is closely related to work.



 Work a key, determinant in 
COVID-19 risk

“In Italy, according to compensation claims, SARS-
CoV-2 infection occurred at the workplace in 19.4% of 

all cases; 30% of people working age (15-65 years) 
became infected in the workplace.”
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30164-X/fulltext#tbl3
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Summary
• 4,913 cases out of 130,000 workers in 115 facilities
• 20 deaths
• Risk factors: difficulties with physical distancing, 

hygiene, crowded living spaces, and transportation 
conditions.



• The employer’s ‘duty of care’ toward worker 
safety was lacking.
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/amnesty-analysis-7000-health-workers-have-died-from-covid19/

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/amnesty-analysis-7000-health-workers-have-died-from-covid19/




Chalk is Cheap!





https://publicintegrity.org/health/coronavirus-and-inequality/the-labor-department-wont-take-steps-to-protect-health-care-workers-from-the
-coronavirus/
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• Environmental exposures exacerbate Covid-19 
disease severity.
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New Research Links Air Pollution to Higher 
Coronavirus Death Rates

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
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“Failure to invest in public health 
infrastructure aided Covid 

transmission”



World Health Organization 
Collaborating Centre for 

Occupational Health

https://www.milbank.org/quarterly/articles/covid-19-and-underinvestment-in-the-public-health-infrastructure-of-the-united-states/

Total Public Health Budget Emergency Preparedness Budget

https://www.milbank.org/quarterly/articles/covid-19-and-underinvestment-in-the-public-health-infrastructure-of-the-united-states/
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