The Collegium Ramazzini and the Town of Carpi are proud to recognize
Philip J. Landrigan
As Ramazzini Award recipient for 2025

Prof. Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, FAAP is a pediatrician and public health physician who
devoted his life to environmental and occupational health, and particularly to the protection of
children from toxic exposures.

Professor Landrigan’s contributions have been both foundational and transformative. His early
studies of childhood lead poisoning conducted in collaboration with his colleague the late
Herbert L. Needleman, demonstrated that lead is toxic to children even at very low levels,
causing IQ loss and behavioral problems in the absence of clinically obvious symptoms of lead
poisoning. Based on those findings, and despite the vigorous opposition of the lead industry, his
work contributed to the body of evidence to successfully persuaded the US Environmental
Protection Agency to remove lead from gasoline and paint. These actions reduced childhood lead
poisoning in the USA by 95% and resulted in a nearly 5-point gain in the mean 1Q of all
American children born since 1980. This work exemplifies Professor Landrigan’s capacity to
translate rigorous science into policy that protects the most vulnerable.

As chair of the 1993 National Academy of Sciences committee on Pesticides in the Diets of
Infants and Children, he guided research and recommendations that informed the Food Quality
Protection Act of 1996, strengthening regulatory safeguards for children. His leadership
following the World Trade Center disaster advanced the scientific and clinical response for
affected responders and communities and contributed to legislative measures addressing their
long-term health needs. He was the lead author of the Lancet Commission on Pollution and
Health landmark report that found that pollution is responsible for an estimated 9 million deaths
per year, is closely linked to climate change, and is an existential threat to planetary health.

He began his career as an EIS officer at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta
working on Small Pox eradication. He then became chief of Environmental Hazard Activity,
Bureau of Epidemiology at CDC before becoming Director Division of Surveillance, Hazard
Evaluation and Field Studies at the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH). From 1985 to 2018 he succeeded Dr Irving J. Selikoff as Chair of the Division of
Environmental and Occupational Health at the Icahn Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New
York. Since 2018 he has been Director of the Program for Global Public Health and the
Common Good and Director of the Global Observatory on Planetary Health at Boston College.
With more than five hundred scientific publications and numerous books and reports, his
scholarship and mentorship have influenced multiple generations of clinicians, researchers, and
policy makers.

Prof. Landrigan has been a cornerstone of the Collegium Ramazzini. Elected as Fellow in 1983,
he then served as President from 1999 until 2021. His leadership shaped the Collegium for two
decades over the values of Bernardino Ramazzini, contributing to countless achievements
including worldwide bans on asbestos and lead. Since 2013 he has been also the President of the



International Scientific Advisory Committee of the Ramazzini Institute. His dedication to
protecting, safeguarding and fostering the legacy of Prof. Maltoni and Irving Selikoff has been
more solid than the walls surrounding the Castle of Bentivoglio.

Professor Landrigan’s education and training laid a broad foundation for his multidisciplinary
career: Boston College (A.B.), Harvard Medical School (M.D.), pediatric residency at Boston
Children’s Hospital, and advanced training in occupational medicine and epidemiology at the
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and the University of London. His service at
institutions including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, National Academy of Medicine, Mount Sinai, and Boston
College—together with humanitarian and public service roles—demonstrates a sustained
commitment to translating science into policy and practice.

His many honors reflect the breadth and impact of his work, including the Irving J. Selikoff
Award, the Meritorious Service Medal of the U.S. Public Health Service, the Stephen Smith
Medal for Lifetime Achievement in Public Health, the David P. Rall Award for Advocacy in
Public Health, the EPA Children’s Environmental Health Champion Award.

Prof. Philip J Landrigan has been an outstanding leader that embeds all the values of our patron,
Bernardino Ramazzini. His contributions have saved lives, advanced scientific understanding of
toxic exposures, and shaped policies that protect the most vulnerable. His career exemplifies the
highest standards of scholarship, service, and moral courage.

It is an enormous privilege for the Collegium Ramazzini and the Town of Carpi to bestow the

Ramazzini Award for 2025 upon our dear friend, beloved colleague, and public health hero —
Prof. Philip J. Landrigan.
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